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Meter Tampering 
T h e f o l i u w i u g is an excerpt I ro in iho Texas pRnal 

C>)do regarding " ( J r imina l Nlischint""' (Vernon's Texas 
Codes Aonotated ^28.03). The 'I'Cl^Q is [providing 
l i i i s inic jrri iaUon i n response to in(.]uiries f r o m 
u t i l i t i e s and i l ioi i " cnstomcrs. Qu(;slions about Iho 
interpretation or enforccmonl of this statute should 
be directed to local law enforcement officials. 

hivestor-ovvned u t i l i t i e s and then- customers may 
also w a n t to review TCEQ rules roganl ing meter 
t a n i j j e r i n g . (See "Customer uServiot^ and Protection," 
Subchapler E. Chapter 291, T i t l e 3U, Texas 
A d n i i n i s t n i l i v e Code.) Quosl ioos about those rulfts 
can be directed to the Consumer Assistance Team i n 
the TCKQ's Water S u p p l y D i v i s i o n at .012-239-4691 
(fax 512-239-6972], Copies of TCEQ rides are 
avai lable f r o m i'^ublicatiuns a1 512-239-d()2fS and are 
o n the TCEQ's Web site at <\\^'w.tce(i .state.tx.us>. 

Texas Penal Code, §28,03, 
Criminal Mischief 
(a) A person comniits an offense i f . without the 

elfective consent of tlie owner: 

(1) he intentionally or knouingly damages or 
destroys the tangible property of the owner; 

(2) he intentionally or knowingly tampers witli 
the tangible property of the owner and 
causes pecuniary loss or substantial 
inconvenience to the owner or a third 
person; or 

(3) he i n t e n t i o n a l l y or k n o w i n g l y makes 
mark ings , i n c l u d i n g insc;riptioos, slogans, 
d r a w i n g s , or p a i n t i n g s , on the tangible 
proper ty of the o w n e r . 

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (1), an offense 
under this section is; 

(1) a Class C m i s d e m e a n o r i f : 

(A) the amount of p e c u n i a r y loss is less than 
$20; or 

(B) except as p r o v i d e d i n S u b d i v i s i o n (31(B), 
i l causes substant ia l inco j ivenience to 
others; 

(2) a Class B misdemeanor i f the amount of 
p e c u n i a i y loss is $20 or more but less than 
$500; 

(3) a Class A misdemeanor if the amount nf 
pecuniary loss is; 

(A) $500 or more but less t h a n $1,500; or 

(B) less tlian $1,500 and the actor causes in 
whole or in part impairment or 
interruption of j n i b l i c communicat ions , 
p u b l i c transportat ion, public water, gas, 
or power supply, or other p u b l i c snivice, 
or causes to be diverted in whole, in 
part, or in any manner, including 
installation or removal o f any device foi 
any such purpose, any p u b l i c 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , public water, gas, or 
p o w e r supply; 

(4) a state ja i l felony i f the a m o u n t of pecuniary 
loss is $1,500 or more but less than $20,000; 

(5) a l e lo j ry of the t h i r d degree if the amount of 
the pecuniary loss is $20,000 or more but 
less thao $100,000; 

(0) a fe lony of the secojid degree i f the amount 
of p e c u n i a r y loss is $100,000 or more but 
less than $200,000; or 

(7) a fe lony of the first degree if the amount of 
p e c u n i a r y loss is $200,000 or more 

(c) For tlie purposes of this section, it shall be 
presumed that a person who is receiving the 
economic benefit of puVilic c o i u m u n i c a t i o n s , 
public water, gas, or p o w e r s u p p l y , has 
knowingly tampered with the tangible property 
of the owner if the c o m m u n i c a t i o n or supply ha 
been: 

(1) diverted from passing through a metering 
device; or 

(2) prevented from being correctly registered b 
a metering device; or 

(3) activated hy any device installed to obtain 
p u b l i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , public water, gas, c 
p o w e r s u p p l y withoxit a raietering device. 

[d] 'THe terrii " ' 'public c o n u n u n i c a t i o n , p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , public water, gas, or p o w e r 
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s u p p l y , Of othRi- public servici.;" shall mean, refer 
to, and include any such services subjecl lo 
regulation hy the Publ ic I J t i l i fv Commiss ion of 
l^cxas, tiiR i^ailroad Commiss ion of Texas, or the 
'Texas Water Commission [ i i iedeccssor agency of 
the TCJliQ] or any s u c h services enfraochised by 
t h e Stale of Texas or any p o l i t i c a l s\ibdivis)on 
t h e r e o f 

(e) W h e n more than o n e i t em of tangible property, 
be longing to one or more owners , is damaged, 
destroyed, or tamperod w i t h i n vioIatioTi of this 
sect ion ])ursuant to one scheme or c o n t i r m i n g 
course of conduct , the conduct mav be 

co j is idered as one offense, and the amounts of 
pec\niiary loss to property rosuKing f r o m llie 
damage to, destruct ion of, or t a m p e r i n g w i t h tht 
proper ty m a y be aggregated i n d e t e r n u n i n g tlic 
grade of the offense. 

ff) A n offense under this secbon is a state jai l felon 
i l the damage or destruct ion is i n f l i c t e d o n a 
place of w o r s h i p or h u m a n b u r i a l , a p\ibUc 
m o n u m e n t , or a c o m m u n i t y center that provide 
medica l , socinl , or educational programs and thi 
amount of the pecuniary loss to real property or 
to tangible personal property is less than 
$ 2 0 . 0 n Q . 
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